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Who and What? 

● Every student in grades 6-8 next fall will participate in the EHMS Reading 

Program by reading at least one book during their summer break. 

● Current Grade 6 and 7 students will be choosing a text by May 30 (tentatively) 

while Grade 5 student will choose the first week of June at their elementary 

schools. 

● Students will be able to pick their top three book selections. We will notify 

students prior to the end of school as to which book club they will be a part of for 

this summer. 

   



Who and What (Cont.)

● Some books on this list contain a Mature Content Advisory indicating  that it may 

not be the best choice for some readers. Should a student select such a book he 

will be asked to obtain a parent or guardian’s signature. Parents should consider 

their child’s reading tastes and maturity. https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ 

is a good reference. 

● Parents/Guardians may wish to read their child’s book choices. 

● Student selections will be confirmed through in school posting.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/


Who and What (Cont.)

● All students should consider the reading level and subject matter before choosing 

their top three selections and discuss their choices with their parents/guardians.

● On the first day of school, students will demonstrate that they read their book by 

participating in a small group discussion and collaborating with their peers to 

craft a visual representation of the novel.



2017 Book Clubs
EHMS



The Wednesday Wars            Leader: Mrs. Bradshaw

In this Newbery Honor-winning novel, Gary D. Schmidt offers an unforgettable antihero. The 
Wednesday Wars is a wonderfully witty and compelling story about a teenage boy’s mishaps 
and adventures over the course of the 1967–68 school year in Long Island, New York. 

Meet Holling Hoodhood, a seventh-grader at Camillo Junior High, who must spend 
Wednesday afternoons with his teacher, Mrs. Baker, while the rest of the class has religious 
instruction. Mrs. Baker doesn’t like Holling—he’s sure of it. Why else would she make him 
read the plays of William Shakespeare outside class? But everyone has bigger things to 
worry about, like Vietnam. His father wants Holling and his sister to be on their best behavior: 
the success of his business depends on it. But how can Holling stay out of trouble when he 
has so much to contend with? A bully demanding cream puffs; angry rats; and a baseball 
hero signing autographs the very same night Holling has to appear in a play in yellow tights! 
As fate sneaks up on him again and again, Holling finds Motivation—the Big M—in the most 
unexpected places and musters up the courage to embrace his destiny, in spite of himself.



The House on the Gulf      Leader: Mrs. Hunter

When Britt’s older brother, Bran, lands a summer job house-sitting for the 
Marquises, an elderly couple, it seems like a great opportunity. Britt and 
Bran have moved to Florida so their mother can finish college, and the 
house-sitting income will allow their mom to quit her job and take classes 
full-time. 
Having never lived in a real house before, Britt is thrilled. 
There’s only one problem: 
Britt starts to suspect her family isn’t supposed to be there.
She’s been noticing that Bran is acting weird and defensive–he hides the 
Marquises’ mail, won’t let anyone touch the thermostat, and discourages 
Britt from meeting any of the neighbors. Determined to get to the bottom 
of things, Britt starts investigating and makes a startling discovery–the 
Marquises aren’t who Bran has led her and their mom to believe. 

So whose house are they staying in, and why has Bran brought them there?                             



The Seventh Most Important Thing    
Leader:  Mrs. Olivier

Arthur T. Owens grabbed a brick and hurled it at the trash picker. 
Arthur had his reasons, and the brick hit the Junk Man in the arm, not 
the head. But none of that matters to the judge—he is ready to send 
Arthur to juvie forever. Amazingly, it’s the Junk Man himself who 
offers an alternative: 120 hours of community service, working for 
him. Arthur is given a rickety shopping cart and a list of the Seven 
Most Important Things: glass bottles, foil, cardboard, pieces of wood, 
lightbulbs, coffee cans, and mirrors. He can’t believe it—is he really 
supposed to rummage through people’s trash? But it isn’t long before 
Arthur realizes there’s more to the Junk Man than meets the eye, and 
the “trash” he’s collecting is being transformed into something more 
precious than anyone could imagine.



A Long Walk To Water    Leader:  Ms. Ford

The New York Times bestseller A Long Walk to Water 
begins as two stories, told in alternating sections, about two 
eleven-year-olds in Sudan, a girl in 2008 and a boy in 1985. 
The girl, Nya, is fetching water from a pond that is two 
hours’ walk from her home: she makes two trips to the pond 
every day. The boy, Salva, becomes one of the "lost boys" of 
Sudan, refugees who cover the African continent on foot as 
they search for their families and for a safe place to stay. 
Enduring every hardship from loneliness to attack by armed 
rebels to contact with killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is a 
survivor, and his story goes on to intersect with Nya’s in an 
astonishing and moving way.



The Great Train Robbery       Leader: Mr. Edwards

In teeming Victorian London, where lavish wealth and appalling poverty 
live side by side, Edward Pierce charms the most prominent of the 
well-to-do as he cunningly orchestrates the crime of the century. 

Who would suspect that a gentleman of breeding could mastermind the 
daring theft of a fortune in gold? Who could predict the consequences 
of making the extraordinary robbery aboard the pride of England's 
industrial era, the mighty steam locomotive? 

Based on fact, as lively as legend, and studded with all the suspense 
and style of a modern fiction master, here is a classic caper novel set a 
decade before the age of dynamite--yet nonetheless explosive....



Heart of a Samurai    Leader: Ms. Bendiksen

In 1841 a Japanese fishing vessel sinks. Its crew is forced to 
swim to a small, unknown island, where they are rescued by a 
passing American ship. Japan’s borders remain closed to all 
Western nations, so the crew sets off to America, learning 
English on the way. Manjiro, a 14-year-old boy, is curious and 
eager to learn everything he can about this new culture. 
Eventually the captain adopts Manjiro and takes him to his home 
in New England. The boy lives there for some time and then 
heads to San Francisco to pan for gold. After many years, he 
makes it back to Japan, only to be imprisoned as an outsider. 
With his hard-won knowledge of the West, Manjiro is in a unique 
position to persuade the emperor to ease open the boundaries 
around Japan; he may even achieve his unlikely dream of 
becoming a samurai.



Amina’s Voice        Leader: Ms. Drouin    
Parents need to know that Amina's Voice by Hena Khan is a 
gentle and sensitively written novel about a girl from a 
Pakistani-American family. Muslim readers will see themselves 
and their families reflected, while readers from all backgrounds 
will easily relate to Amina, whose experiences and emotions ring 
true and who in many ways is a typical American middle school 
kid. The book's an excellent introduction to Pakistani-American 
and Muslim culture, weaving in specifics while drawing parallels 
to show that this family, their culture, and their faith have many 
commonalities with others. A disturbing hate crime targets the 
Islamic Center and mosque, but the surrounding community rises 
to help and support their Muslim neighbors. The takeaway 
message is that "Muslims have far more friends than enemies in 
this country."



Mighty Jack (graphic novel) Leader:Mr Lee
In Hatke’s reworking of “Jack and the Beanstalk,” Jack must care for his younger 
sister, Maddy, while his single mother holds down two jobs over the summer. Maddy 
doesn’t speak, but she’s entranced by the magic seeds she and Jack pick up from a 
shady dealer at a flea market, in exchange for their mother’s car keys. Once they 
plant them, their home-schooled, sword-wielding neighbor Lilly is curious about their 
new garden, too—a little too curious. Hatke (Little Robot) revels in drawing the 
fantasy plants: green hands that reach out and grab, tiny onion-headed creatures, 
melons with teeth. Jack and Lilly argue about how to handle them: “These plants are 
dangerous!” he protests. “Open your eyes, Jack,” Lilly retorts. “Just because 
something’s dangerous doesn’t make it evil.” There’s action and menace aplenty, 
including a dragon whose ferocity only Maddy can quell, and flashes of intimacy, 
too, as when Jack’s mother’s anger melts into compassion as she sees her son in 
tears, or when Maddy suddenly speaks. Jack’s desperate efforts to juggle the needs 
of three complex female characters drive this sensitive retelling. The cliffhanger 
ending promises a sequel.



Going Solo              Leader: Mr. Hamilton
The fascinating story of Roald Dahl's life continues in Going Solo, a marvelous 
evocation of the author's wartime exploits. As a pilot in World War II, Roald 
Dahl had some wonderfully exciting -- and frighteningly near-death -- 
experiences including encounters with the enemy, battles with deadly snakes, 
and incredible dogfights. Told with the same irresistible appeal that has made 
Dahl one of the world's best-loved writers, Going Solo brings you directly into 
the action and into the mind of this brilliant man. If you like Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory, Witches, The BFG… this is a completely DIFFERENT 
book.

Lexile Level: 1080L - challenging vocabulary at times

**For growth minded readers that can handle reading some situations of 
mature content**



Frankenstein Leader: Ms. Beausoleil

Obsessed with the secret of creation, Swiss scientist Dr. Victor 
Frankenstein cobbles together a body he’s determined to bring 
to life. And one fateful night, he does. When the creature opens 
his eyes, the doctor is repulsed: his vision of perfection is, in 
fact, a hideous monster. Dr. Frankenstein abandons his 
creation, but the monster won’t be ignored, setting in motion a 
chain of violence and terror that shadows Victor to his death.

Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, a gripping story about the ethics of 
creation and the consequences of trauma, is one of the most 
influential Gothic novels in British literature. It is as relevant 
today as it is haunting.



The Giver                          Leader: Mr. Davey

Jonas's world is perfect. Everything is under 
control. There is no war or fear of pain. There 
are no choices. Every person is assigned a role 
in the community. When Jonas turns 12 he is 
singled out to receive special training from The 
Giver. The Giver alone holds the memories of 
the true pain and pleasure of life. Now, it is time 
for Jonas to receive the truth. There is no 
turning back.  If you have read and enjoyed any 
dystopian books in series like The Hunger 
Games, Maze Runner, or Divergent then you are 
sure to enjoy this book!



Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie                Leader: Mr. Stanton

A brave and beautiful story that will make readers laugh, and 
break their hearts at the same time. Steven has a totally normal 
life (well, almost).

He plays drums in the All-City Jazz Band (whose members call 
him the Peasant), has a crush on the hottest girl in school (who 
doesn't even know he's alive), and is constantly annoyed by his 
younger brother, Jeffrey (who is cuter than cute - which is also 
pretty annoying). But when Jeffrey gets sick, Steven's world is 
turned upside down, and he is forced to deal with his brother's 
illness, his parents' attempts to keep the family in one piece, his 
homework, the band, girls, and Dangerous Pie (yes, you'll have 
to read the book to find out what that is!).



To Kill a Mockingbird Leader:  Mr. Reedy

Set in the small Southern town of Maycomb, 
Alabama, during the Depression, To Kill a 
Mockingbird follows three years in the life of 
8-year-old Scout Finch, her brother, Jem, and 
their father, Atticus--three years punctuated by 
the arrest and eventual trial of a young black 
man accused of committing a serious crime 
against a white woman. Though her story 
explores big themes, Harper Lee chooses to tell 
it through the eyes of a child. The result is a 
tough and tender novel of race, class, justice, 
and the pain of growing up.



Smile & Sisters   Leader: Mrs. Byrnes

A Great Choice for our Empowered Students!
Raina Telgemeier's #1 New York Times bestselling, Eisner 
Award-winning graphic memoir based on her childhood!
Raina just wants to be a normal sixth grader. But one night after 
Girl Scouts she trips and falls, severely injuring her two front 
teeth. What follows is a long and frustrating journey with 
on-again, off-again braces, surgery, embarrassing headgear, 
and even a retainer with fake teeth attached.

Raina Telgemeier’s #1 New York Times bestselling, Eisner 
Award-winning companion to Smile!
Raina can't wait to be a big sister. But once Amara is born, 
things aren't quite how she expected them to be. Amara is cute, 
but she's also a cranky, grouchy baby, and mostly prefers to 
play by herself. 



Roll of Thunder Hear Me Cry            Leader: Dr. Bettencourt

Mildred D. Taylor's Newbery Award-winning Roll of 
Thunder, Hear My Cry is a lyrical, compelling story of 
9-year-old narrator, Cassie Logan, and her family in 
Depression-era Mississippi. The story builds to a fiery 
climax and features violence motivated by racial prejudice. 
A family is threatened by racial negativity and together 
gain a new understanding. It's a meaningful tale of one 
family's struggle to keep their small piece of land and 
maintain their dignity under extremely challenging 
circumstances. 



Journey to the Center of the Earth  Leader:  Mr. Marshall

The intrepid Professor Liedenbrock embarks 
upon the strangest expedition of the 
nineteenth century: a journey down an extinct 
Icelandic volcano to the Earth's very core. In 
his quest to penetrate the planet's primordial 
secrets, the geologist--together with his 
quaking nephew Axel and their devoted 
guide, Hans--discovers an astonishing 
subterranean menagerie of prehistoric 
proportions. Verne's imaginative tale is at 
once the ultimate science fiction adventure 
and a reflection on the perfectibility of human 
understanding and the psychology of the 
questor.  And also, DINOSAURS FIGHTING!



Untwine Leader: Ms. Pegg

Identical twins Isabelle and Giselle were born with their fingers 
entwined and the doctors had to separate them, digit by digit. Now 
at 16, their parents are separated and considering divorce. Soon 
after a tragic car accident leaves Giselle in the hospital unable to 
move or speak. As she drifts in and out of consciousness, she starts 
to piece together the terrible car crash she was in and is desperate 
to know what happened to her parents and her twin sister, Isabelle. 
Physical recovery is only part of the battle, though. While her body 
heals, she'll have to rely on friends and family to fully understand 
what happened, UNTWINE, and cope with loss and recovery. How 
can she possibly go on if she might never be whole again?



Cinder Leader: Mrs. Pease

Sixteen-year-old Cinder is considered a technological mistake by 
most of society and a burden by her stepmother. Being cyborg does 
have its benefits, though: Cinder's brain interference has given her 
an uncanny ability to fix things (robots, hovers, her own 
malfunctioning parts), making her the best mechanic in New Beijing. 
This reputation brings Prince Kai himself to her weekly market 
booth, needing her to repair a broken android before the annual ball. 
He jokingly calls it "a matter of national security," but Cinder 
suspects it's more serious than he's letting on. Cinder's stepmother 
volunteers her body for plague research, an "honor" that no one has 
survived. But it doesn't take long for the scientists to discover 
something unusual about their new guinea pig. Something others 
would kill for. 



     Flipped Leader: Mrs. Rego
The first time she saw him, she flipped. The first time he saw 
her, he ran. That was the second grade, but not much has 
changed by the seventh. Juli says: “My Bryce. Still walking 
around with my first kiss.” He says: “It’s been six years of 
strategic avoidance and social discomfort.” But in the eighth 
grade everything gets turned upside down: just as Bryce is 
thinking that there’s maybe more to Juli than meets the eye, 
she’s thinking that he’s not quite all he seemed.

This is a classic romantic comedy of errors told in alternating 
chapters by two fresh, funny voices. 



Tuck Everlasting    Leader: Annie Liarikos

Doomed to―or blessed with―eternal life after 
drinking from a magic spring, the Tuck family wanders 
about trying to live as inconspicuously and 
comfortably as they can. When ten-year-old Winnie 
Foster stumbles on their secret, the Tucks take her 
home and explain why living forever at one age is less 
a blessing that it might seem. Complications arise 
when Winnie is followed by a stranger who wants to 
market the spring water for a fortune. 



Number the Stars  Leader: Mrs. Sinko

As the German troops begin their campaign to 
"relocate" all the Jews of Denmark, Annemarie 
Johansen’s family takes in Annemarie’s best friend, 
Ellen Rosen, and conceals her as part of the family.

Through the eyes of ten-year-old Annemarie, we 
watch as the Danish Resistance smuggles almost 
the entire Jewish population of Denmark, nearly 
seven thousand people, across the sea to Sweden. 
The heroism of an entire nation reminds us that there 
was pride and human decency in the world even 
during a time of terror and war.



The Misfits              Leader: Mrs. Tracey

Kids who get called the worst names oftentimes find each other. That's how it was with 
us. Skeezie Tookis and Addie Carle and Joe Bunch and me. We call ourselves the 
Gang of Five, but there are only four of us. We do it to keep people on their toes. Make 
'em wonder. Or maybe we do it because we figure that there's one more kid out there 
who's going to need a gang to be a part of. A misfit, like us.Skeezie, Addie, Joe, and 
Bobby -- they've been friends forever. They laugh together, have lunch together, and 
get together once a week at the Candy Kitchen to eat ice cream and talk about 
important issues. Life isn't always fair, but at least they have each other -- and all they 
really want to do is survive the seventh grade.

That turns out to be more of a challenge than any of them had anticipated. Starting with 
Addie's refusal to say the Pledge of Allegiance and her insistence on creating a new 
political party to run for student council, the Gang of Five is in for the ride of their lives. 
Along the way they will learn about politics and popularity, love and loss, and what it 
means to be a misfit. After years of getting by, they are given the chance to stand up 
and be seen -- not as the one-word jokes their classmates have tried to reduce them to, 
but as the full, complicated human beings they are just beginning to discover they truly 
are.



Bridge to Terabithia            Leader:  Ms. Days

Jess Aarons has been practicing all summer so he 
can be the fastest runner in the fifth grade. And he 
almost is, until the new girl in school, Leslie Burke, 
outpaces him. The two become fast friends and 
spend most days in the woods behind Leslie’s house, 
where they invent an enchanted land called 
Terabithia. One morning, Leslie goes to Terabithia 
without Jess and a tragedy occurs. It will take the love 
of his family and the strength that Leslie has given 
him for Jess to be able to deal with his grief.



Alex and Eliza     Leader: Mrs. Bourgeois

A Love Story that is a historical romance that 
speculates about the courtship of U.S. Founding Father 
Alexander Hamilton and Elizabeth Schuyler. The author 
mentions that she was inspired by the popular 
Broadway show Hamilton, but fans of that show or its 
cast recording should know that many events and 
characters in this book are different from how they're 
portrayed in the show. If you want to curl up with a 
good book at the beach and learn more about one of 
our former presidents, this book is for you!

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/alexander-hamilton-the-making-of-america
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/alexander-hamilton-the-making-of-america


The Girl Who Threw Butterflies
Leader: Mrs. Gunschel

For an eighth grader, Molly Williams has more than her fair share 
of problems. Her father has just died in a car accident, and her 
mother has become a withdrawn, quiet version of herself.Molly 
doesn’t want to be seen as “Miss Difficulty Overcome”; she wants 
to make herself known to the kids at school for something other 
than her father’s death. So she decides to join the baseball team. 
The boys’ baseball team. Her father taught her how to throw a 
knuckleball, and Molly hopes it’s enough to impress her coaches 
as well as her new teammates.Over the course of one baseball 
season, Molly must figure out how to redefine her relationships to 
things she loves, loved, and might love: her mother; her brilliant 
best friend, Celia; her father; her enigmatic and artistic teammate, 
Lonnie; and of course, baseball.



The Highest Tide        Leader: Mrs. Arsenault
One moonlit night, thirteen-year-old Miles O'Malley, a 
speed-reading, Rachel Carson-obsessed insomniac out 
looking for tidal specimens in Puget Sound, discovers a 
giant squid stranded on the beach. As the first person to 
see a giant squid alive, he finds himself hailed as a 
prophet. But Miles is really just a kid on the verge of 
growing up, infatuated with the girl next door, worried that 
his bickering parents will divorce, and fearful that 
everything, even the bay he loves, is shifting away from 
him. As the sea continues to offer up discoveries from its 
mysterious depths, Miles struggles to deal with the 
difficulties that attend the equally mysterious process of 
growing up. 



Million-Dollar Throw      Leader: Mr.Galvam
Everyone calls Nate Brodie "Brady" because he's a 
New England quarterback, just like his idol, Tom 
Brady. And now he's got a chance to win a million 
dollars by throwing one pass through a target at 
halftime in the Patriots; Thanksgiving night game. 
More than anything, Nate's family needs the 
money—his dad's been downsized, his mom's 
working two jobs, and they're on the verge of losing 
their house. The worry is more weight than a 
13-year-old can bear, and it's affecting his playing for 
his own football team. Suddenly the boy with the 
golden arm is having trouble completing a pass . . . 
but can he make the one that really counts?



I will Always Write Back      Leader: Mrs. Pimental

The true story of an all-American girl and a boy from Zimbabwe and 
the letter that changed both of their lives forever.It started as an 
assignment. Everyone in Caitlin's class wrote to an unknown student 
somewhere in a distant place.Martin was lucky to even receive a 
pen-pal letter. There were only ten letters, and fifty kids in his class. 
But he was the top student, so he got the first one.That letter was the 
beginning of a correspondence that spanned six years and changed 
two lives.

In this compelling dual memoir, Caitlin and Martin recount how they 
became best friends --and better people--through their long-distance 
exchange. Their story will inspire you to look beyond your own life and 
wonder about the world at large and your place in it.



Fish in a Tree                  Leader: Mrs. Landis

Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every time 
she lands in a new school, she is able to hide her inability to read by 
creating clever yet disruptive distractions.  She is afraid to ask for 
help; after all, how can you cure dumb? However, her newest 
teacher Mr. Daniels sees the bright, creative kid underneath the 
trouble maker. With his help, Ally learns not to be so hard on herself 
and that dyslexia is nothing to be ashamed of. As her confidence 
grows, Ally feels free to be herself and the world starts opening up 
with possibilities. She discovers that there’s a lot more to her—and to 
everyone—than a label, and that great minds don’t always think 
alike.



Doll Bones                     Leader: Ms. Botelho

Zach, Poppy, and Alice have been friends forever. And for almost as long, 
they’ve been playing one continuous, ever-changing game of pirates and 
thieves, mermaids and warriors. Ruling over all is the Great Queen, a 
bone-china doll cursing those who displease her. But they are in middle 
school now. Zach’s father pushes him to give up make-believe, and Zach 
quits the game. Their friendship might be over, until Poppy declares she’s 
been having dreams about the Queen—and the ghost of a girl who will not 
rest until the bone-china doll is buried in her empty grave.Zach and Alice 
and Poppy set off on one last adventure to lay the Queen’s ghost to rest. 
But nothing goes according to plan, and as their adventure turns into an 
epic journey, creepy things begin to happen. Is the doll just a doll or 
something more sinister? And if there really is a ghost, will it let them go 
now that it has them in its clutches?



Egg and Spoon           Leader: Mrs. Bernardo

Elena Rudina lives in the impoverished Russian countryside, 
and there is no food. But then a train arrives in the village, a 
train carrying a cornucopia of food, untold wealth, and a 
noble family destined to visit the Tsar in Saint Petersburg—a 
family that includes Ekaterina, a girl of Elena’s age. When the 
two girls’ lives collide, an adventure is set in motion, an 
escapade that includes mistaken identity, a monk locked in a 
tower, a prince traveling incognito, and—in a starring role 
only Gregory Maguire could have conjured—Baba Yaga, 
witch of Russian folklore, in her ambulatory house perched 
on chicken legs.



An American Plague       Leader: Mrs. Edwards
1793, Philadelphia. The nation's capital and the largest city in North 
America is devastated by an apparently incurable disease, cause 
unknown . . .In a powerful, dramatic narrative, critically acclaimed 
author Jim Murphy describes the illness known as yellow fever and 
the toll it took on the city's residents, relating the epidemic to the major 
social and political events of the day and to 18th-century medical 
beliefs and practices. Drawing on first-hand accounts, Murphy 
spotlights the heroic role of Philadelphia's free blacks in combating the 
disease, and the Constitutional crisis that President Washington faced 
when he was forced to leave the city—and all his papers—while 
escaping the deadly contagion. The search for the fever's causes and 
cure, not found for more than a century afterward, provides a 
suspenseful counterpoint to this riveting true story of a city under 
siege.



Chasing Lincoln’s Killer                             Leader: Mrs. Turbanisch

NEW YORK TIMES bestselling author James Swanson 
delivers a riveting account of the chase for Abraham 
Lincoln's assassin. Based on rare archival material, 
obscure trial manuscripts, and interviews with relatives of 
the conspirators and the manhunters, CHASING 
LINCOLN'S KILLER is a fast-paced thriller about the pursuit 
and capture of John Wilkes Booth: a wild twelve-day chase 
through the streets of Washington, D.C., across the 
swamps of Maryland, and into the forests of Virginia.



Code Shifter                     Leader: Ms. Reuther

Twelve year old Eliza discovers she has the power to change 
a machine’s code just by touch. When the government’s evil 
artificial intelligence takes her brother away, she uses her 
new ability to fight back. Now she's on the run as an outlaw 
and her only hope to save him is to find the Underground 
Programmer’s Academy. She needs to learn how to control 
her powers and fast. If she doesn’t get her brother back in 
time, his brain could be scrambled forever. Together, with her 
friends, Eliza sets out on an adventure that involves learning 
code, fighting robots, and finding out how strong she can be.



The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
Leader: Mrs. Sullivan

The classic, in all its glory – though what many forget is 
how well this tale of American boyhood holds up even 
after nearly 150 years. Tom Sawyer, his best friend 
Huck Finn, his would-be girlfriend Becky Thatcher, and 
his aunt Polly teach and learn about life, death, race 
and painting fences in a “typical” 19th century 
Midwestern town that bears a striking resemblance to 
Twain’s hometown of Hannibal, Missouri. On one level, 
this is the prototypical tale of one boy’s innocence and 
how he lost it, but it’s also a profound evocation of the 
national character that Twain, an odd combination of 
independent thinker and moralist, clearly thought 
needed some analyzing.



Hero on a Bicycle          Leader: Mrs. Leblanc

In her first novel, beloved author Shirley Hughes presents a 
World War II adventure proving that in extraordinary 
circumstances, people are capable of extraordinary things.

Italy, 1944: Florence is occupied by Nazi forces. The Italian 
resistance movement has not given up hope, though — and neither 
have thirteen-year- old Paolo and his sister, Costanza. As their 
mother is pressured into harboring escaping POWs, Paolo and 
Costanza each find a part to play in opposing the German forces. 
Both are desperate to fight the occupation, but what can two 
siblings — with only a bicycle to help them — do against a whole 
army? Middle-grade fans of history and adventure will be riveted by 
the action and the vividly evoked tension of World War II.



The Dogs of Christmas 
 Leader: Mrs. Cadima

While nursing a broken heart, Josh Michaels is outraged when a neighbor 
abandons his very pregnant dog, Lucy, at Josh's Colorado home. But Josh 
can't resist Lucy's soulful brown eyes, and though he's never had a dog 
before, he's determined to do the best he can for Lucy―and her 
soon-to-arrive, bound-to-be-adorable puppies. Soon in over his head, Josh 
calls the local animal shelter for help, and meets Kerri, a beautiful woman 
with a quick wit and a fierce love for animals. As Kerri teaches Josh how to 
care for Lucy's tiny puppies and gets them ready to be adopted through the 
shelter's "Dogs of Christmas" program, 

Josh surprises himself by falling for her.But he's fallen even harder for his 
new furry family, which has brought incredible joy into Josh's life. He barely 
has time to sit down, between chasing after adventurous Sophie and brave 
Oliver, but when he does, his lap is quickly filled by the affectionate Lola. 
And Rufus and Cody's strong bond makes Josh wonder about his own 
relationships with his family.



Well, That was Awkward        Leader: Mrs. Nunes
Gracie has never felt like this before.  One day, she suddenly 
can’t breathe, can’t walk, can’t anything—and the reason is 
standing right there in front of her, all tall and weirdly 
good-looking: A.J. But it turns out A.J. likes not Gracie but 
Gracie’s beautiful best friend, Sienna. Obviously Gracie is happy 
for Sienna. Super happy! She helps Sienna compose the best 
texts, responding to A.J.’s surprisingly funny and appealing texts, 
just as if she were Sienna. Because Gracie is fine. Always! She’s 
had lots of practice being the sidekick, second-best. It’s all good. 
Well, almost all. She’s trying.Funny and tender, Well, That Was 
Awkward goes deep into the heart of middle school, and  finds 
that even with all the heartbreak, there can be explosions of hope 
and moments of perfect happiness.



The Blind Side                Leader: Mrs. Lunney

When we first meet Michael Oher is one of thirteen 
children by a mother addicted to crack; he does not know 
his real name, his father, his birthday, or how to read or 
write. He takes up football, and school, after a rich, white, 
Evangelical family plucks him from the streets. Then two 
great forces alter Oher: the family's love and the 
evolution of professional football itself into a game in 
which the quarterback must be protected at any cost. 
Our protagonist becomes the priceless package of size, 
speed, and agility necessary to guard the quarterback's 
greatest vulnerability: his blind side.



Which will you choose? 
You can pick a total of 3 books and you will have to read 1 
for this summer. 


